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In Attendance: Jane Barnett, Jennifer Harker, Katrina Urquhart, Angie Marion
Regrets: Diane Fletcher (Principal), Morgan Anderson (Student Council Representative)
Item 1:  Welcome and Introductions


Jane Barnett
Jane introduced the IT session for the evening.
Item 2:  Review of Minutes




Jane Barnett
We didn’t have them. 
Item 3:  Action Arising from Minutes

A discussion of the meeting minutes took place.  Katrina mentioned that we should assume that former parents may attend meetings, but they need the minutes to be aware of the dates.  

ACTION: 

· Angie is to email the committee the meeting minutes and mail, hand deliver or give to Taylor Hamelin a copy for Mike.

· In addition to the committee receiving an email with the minutes, Jane will send a follow-up email with the upcoming meeting’s agenda and a reminder to attend. 

· Jane will discuss with Diane ideas for how to get more parents to attend the meeting.  

· Angie will send the minutes to Kevin Morphet after the minutes are approved to include onto the blog and a parent drop-down menu needs to be included on the web site.  

· Parent council brochure to go on the blog

ACTION: 
· Send the administrative profile with the meeting minutes to the committee and prospective parents to have a look over before the next meeting; Jane inquired as to whether Diane had given this document to Angie for this meeting.  Angie will ask Diane about the administrative profile.  

Item 4:  School Report

Student Report (see attachment)




Morgan Anderson 
Teacher Report (see attachment)




Angie Marion
Principal Report




Angie Marion
1. Follow-up from Round Table Discussion

Custodial staff checked the temperature of the water in the showers and they were found to be adequate temperature.  First thing in the morning it may take longer for the shower to run warmer as the water runs through the pipes from the heat source.

Mediation Training – MSS is on the waiting list for stage 2 of training of 1 administrator and 3 teachers.  We have been informed if there is sufficient interest by schools another session will be scheduled.  The committee clarified that the mediation referred to is the community justice initiative to handle conflict.  
Opportunity for student review of books for Midland Public Library was advertised in the school.  Jane mentioned that the library dispersed the information and students have started to sign up.
2. Interim reports were distributed on October 5, 2011.  These reports are now standard format for all SCDSB secondary schools.  Teachers complete the reports electronically which allows for reprinting if necessary for students who did not bring their reports home for parents/guardians review. Angie asked the parents if they found these helpful.  Yes, was the consensus, especially to flag if there are problems.  Parents asked how timely the reports are in terms of the amount of time in between the teacher completing them and the student receiving them.  Angie commented that it was only a couple of days.
3. MSS teaching staff are involved in 3 Action Research Projects this year that focus on increasing student achievement.  They are Tools for Talk, using technology in the classroom,  Blended Technology Delivery, using a combination of electronic and teacher delivered curriculum activities in the math classroom and Using Data to Inform Teaching Practice, how to use data to design effective lessons for students.  There are 12 teachers involved in these projects this year. Angie did her best to describe what she knew about them. Diane can fill in the details.   
4. The Parent Involvement Committee (PIC) is hosting a welcome session for all school council members from SCDSB schools on Tuesday, October 25.  Handouts of invitation and agenda handed out.  
ACTION: Jane, Jennifer and Kate will not be attending.  Perhaps, Mike Hamelin would be interested.  Angie to give Mike the information via mail or for his daughter, Taylor, to take home. 
5. Annual Report for the 2010/2011 School Year (handout) distributed to all members.

ACTION: Kate commented that her understanding was that the Annual Report was to be made available to all parents.  Jane proposed that it go onto the blog (school web site).  
Item 5:  New Business



Stacey Deneka – IT in the Classroom (see attachment)
a. Reviewed the school web site;  Jane liked the idea of having the parent council meeting being included on the morning announcements as many parents read this section and it would be more awareness
b. Learn 360: showed parents the student login and how students can use the site; parents logged in using their child’s login information to explore the site

c. Ontario Educational Resource Bank: parents logged in and explored
ACTION: Attach the Learn 360 and OERB student user and student password guidelines to the meeting minutes

Item 6:  Round Table Discussion

Jane

· Asked whether the volume be turned up for the morning announcements

· Her kids came home from school excited to share information about the guest speaker they heard at school today from Rwanda; Jennifer agreed that it was a worthwhile presentation as her daughter also initiated a discussion about it

Jennifer

· Asked whether or not there would be receipts given for the Terry Fox donations; a family member had pledged $200 and wanted to know; the receipts that the students had did not have a charitable number

· Questioned the practice of having grade 9 students from Mundy’s Bay taking Grade 10 French.  Her daughter is in Grade 10 French with Ms. Macleod and has commented that there have been disruptions due to grade 9 students acting superior to the Grade 10 students.  There were also fluent speaking Spanish exchange students in the class, temporarily, which was a further disruption.  
Adjournment
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